Resources and Organizations listed in Episode 3 of the Podcast

Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD)
 https://www.ocecd.org
What they offer:
· Parent rights trainings
· IEP trainings
· Self-determination trainings
· Youth-focused resources and videos

Conversation starters for Parent Mentors:
· “Have you ever had formal training on your rights during the IEP process?”
· “Would it be helpful to attend a training that breaks down transition and graduation requirements in plain language?”
· “How confident does your student feel speaking up at IEP meetings?”

OCECD Youth Website / Youth Portal
https://ocali.org/Youth-Self-Advocacy-and-Empowerment-Youth-Portal
Youth-friendly resources on:
· Self-advocacy
· Postsecondary education
· Independent living
· Employment
· Videos, activities, and comic strips designed for youth

Conversation starters:
· “Does your student learn better through videos or interactive activities?”
· “What decisions do you want your student to start practicing making on their own?”
· “Would your student be open to learning about self-advocacy from other youth?”

Ohio Department of Education and Workforce (ODEW)
https://education.ohio.gov
Key transition-related information:
· Graduation requirements
· Graduation pathways
· Competency requirements
· Graduation seals
· Career advising requirements

Conversation starters:
· “Do you know which graduation pathway your student is currently on?”
· “Has anyone explained graduation seals and how they can support employment or college?”
· “What questions do you still have about meeting graduation requirements?”

Supported Decision-Making Network of Ohio (SDMNO)
 https://www.sdmno.org
Resources on:
· Supported decision-making
· Guardianship alternatives
· Power of attorney options
· Monthly network meetings with self-advocates, families, and professionals
Conversation starters:
· “Have you heard about supported decision-making as an alternative to guardianship?”
· “What kinds of decisions does your young adult already make with support?”
· “Would it be helpful to hear directly from self-advocates using SDM?”

Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD)
 https://dodd.ohio.gov
Supported Decision-Making Toolkit:
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/people-with-disabilities/supported-decision-making

Conversation starters:
· “What supports does your student need to make informed decisions?”
· “Who is already part of your student’s support circle?”
· “Would tools that break decisions into steps be helpful?”

Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD)
 https://ood.ohio.gov
Provides:
· Employment supports and services for students and adults with disabilities
Conversation starters:
· “Has your student been referred to OOD yet?”
· “What kind of job experiences has your student had so far?”
· “Did you know students can connect with OOD before graduation?”

Job and Family Services (JFS)
 https://jfs.ohio.gov
Supports include:
· Employment supports
· Family and financial assistance
Conversation starters:
· “Are you currently connected with Job and Family Services?”
· “Would support with employment or benefits help reduce stress right now?”
· “Do you know which programs your family may be eligible for?”

Social Security Administration (SSA)
 https://www.ssa.gov
Provides:
· Benefits and eligibility information for transitioning youth
Conversation starters:
· “Have you received information about SSI or SSDI for your student?”
· “Do you know how working can impact benefits?”
· “Would a benefits conversation help with future planning?”

Tools & Frameworks
Charting the LifeCourse (CTLC) Framework
https://www.lifecoursetools.com
How it’s used:
· Student-centered transition planning
· Can be incorporated into IEP transition planning
Conversation starters:
· “What does a good life look like for your student after high school?”
· “What are you hoping life looks like in 5 or 10 years?”
· “Would a visual tool help you plan next steps?”
Specific CTLC Tools Mentioned
· One-Page Description
· Life Trajectory / Vision Tool
· Integrated Supports Star
· Dream Charts
· LifeCourse Videos for Youth
https://www.lifecoursetools.com/lifecourse-library/exploring-the-life-domains/daily-life-and-employment/

Conversation starters:
· “Would it help to summarize your student on one page?”
· “What do you want more of—and less of—in your student’s future?”
· “Who and what already supports your student?”

Graduation & Transition Planning Tools
Age-Appropriate Transition Assessments (AATA)
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/IEP/Secondary-Transition

Required for:
· IEP transition planning
· Includes formal and informal assessments
Conversation starters:
· “Do you know what transition assessments have been used?”
· “Do the results reflect your student’s interests and strengths?”
· “Would you like help asking for updated assessments?”

Graduation Plan (Grades 9–12)
 https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements
Tracks:
· Credits
· Competency
· Graduation seals
Conversation starters:
· “Have you reviewed your student’s graduation plan recently?”
· “Are there any areas where your student may need extra support?”
· “Do you know who to contact if something looks off track?”

Student Success Plan
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Student-Success-Plans

Required when:
· A student is identified as off track
Conversation starters:
· “Has the school shared a Student Success Plan with you?”
· “Do the goals feel realistic and supportive?”
· “How can the plan better reflect your student’s needs?”

Summary of Performance (SOP)
 https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/IEP/Secondary-Transition/Summary-of-Performance

Provided:
· Upon exit from high school
· Used for college, employment, and adult services
Conversation starters:
· “Do you know what the Summary of Performance is?”
· “Has the school explained how this can be used after graduation?”
· “Would you like help reviewing it when the time comes?”

Employment & Community Engagement Tools
4 E’s Framework
· Enrolled
· Employed
· Enlisted
· Engaged (community participation)
Conversation starters:
· “Which of the 4 E’s best fits your student’s goals right now?”
· “Could your student explore more than one path?”
· “What supports are needed to move toward that goal?”

Agency Navigation Tool
(Often locally developed using CTLC or transition planning tools)
Focuses on:
· Employment-first planning
· Agency purpose
· Eligibility criteria
· How agencies work together
Conversation starters:
· “Which agencies are already involved with your family?”
· “Would a simple roadmap of agencies be helpful?”
· “Do you know when referrals should happen?”

Virtual & Community Engagement Resources
We Thrive Together
https://www.wethrivetogether.org
Provides:
· Virtual community for people with disabilities
Conversation starters:
· “Is your student looking for safe ways to connect with peers?”
· “Would an online community feel more accessible?”

We Thrive Together STORM
https://www.wethrivetogether.org/storm

Offers:
· Virtual after-school activities for high school students
· Safe, moderated peer engagement
Conversation starters:
· “Would your student enjoy structured virtual activities?”
· “Are social connections something your student wants more of?”


