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Who is in the room today?



Ohio Dyslexia Laws

The Big Pieces

• Teacher Professional Development

• Screening for Kindergarteners and older grade level options

• Instructional support and resources

• Communication between schools and families



How do we learn to read?

6

Listen to our language(s) all around us

Then we are taught letters and their sounds

Then we learn simple rules about letter sounds and how 

they match with letters printed on paper

We learn that there are vowels, and short and long sounds 

for them. 

Then we learn more and more complex rules and patterns 

so that we can read longer words and words that don’t 

follow common patterns.



Our Dyslexia Communications Work

• Collaborative process to develop tools to 

help schools meet new legal requirements

• Results: 9 templates for educators and 

families

• Continuously improving, adapting
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Dyslexia, defined

“a specific learning disorder that is neurological in origin 

and that is characterized by unexpected difficulties with 

accurate or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling 

and decoding abilities not consistent with the person’s 

intelligence, motivation, and sensory capabilities, which 

difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological 

component of language.” – Ohio Law
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Templates from the Ohio Statewide 
Family Engagement Center
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What is dyslexia? What is structured literacy?

Sample dyslexia 

screening request letter 

families can customize

Equipping 

families for 

their role



Dyslexia Resource 
Guide for Ohio Families
• Purpose: Families will have more general 

knowledge, feel equipped for conversations with 

the school, and connect to resources

• Web version

• Print version (3 pages)

• English, and also Arabic, Chinese Simplified, 

Nepali, Somali, Spanish

• Audio versions

• Available in Arabic, English, Mandarin, Nepali, 

Somali, and Spanish
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When might you use this?



What is structured 
literacy? Handout

• Purpose: Brief, general, non-

technical overview for families and 

educators

• Print version only

• 1 page
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Sample Dyslexia 
Screening 
Request Letter

• Purpose: Give families a 

template to communicate 

their concerns clearly 

with educators.

• Building “dual-capacity” 

of families and schools
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Templates from the Ohio Statewide 
Family Engagement Center
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Sample Letters to 

Send to Families
Legally required communications with 

families: Decision Tree and sample 

screening timeline

Equipping 

educators 

for their 

role

Avoiding jargon: Family-friendly 

ways to explain literacy terms, 

and home learning ideas



Legally required 
communications 
with families

• Purpose: Visual representation for 

educators and families, to see the 

minimum requirements for 

communication from school to 

home about screenings.

• Might also be useful for families to 

see what they can expect!
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Adding Family-
Friendly Content to 
Communications
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Purpose: Family-friendly definitions for common 

literacy terms AND quick ideas for what parents can 

do at home daily. 

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Phonological Awareness

• Comprehension

• Phonemic Awareness



Scenario
Kindergartener

Signs of dyslexia on screener

Family sent screener results

Family perceives a lack of support at school

Frustrations/resistance at home also

What can a parent mentor do?

Parents meet with teacher

Not confident the school is providing evidence-

based instruction

Want to support child in and outside of school

What can a parent mentor do?
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Questions and 
Comments
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• 4,000+ visitors to dyslexia 

tools page in past year

• Keep helping us identify 

resources and improvements 

needed!
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“Before in my Regional Early Literacy 

Specialist role, I was very comfortable 

with the information and I didn't realize 

how needed these resources are within 

the districts.  As I am trying to 

explain different aspects of the 

legislation, I am sharing and pulling up 

your graphics and explanations and it is 

making a world of difference for the 

leaders and teachers in my district.”

Juakita Bowens

Coordinator of Structured Literacy

Newark City Schools

Help us share and create!



Encourage Families 
to Subscribe

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
family-newsletter
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OhioSFEC@osu.edu
Wellman.87@osu.edu 

@OhioEngage
@MWellmanOSU

Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu
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