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Ohio Dyslexia Laws

The Big Pieces

« Teacher Professional Development

« Screening for Kindergarteners and older grade level options
* Instructional support and resources

 Communication between schools and families
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How do we learn to read?

Listen to our language(s) all around us
Then we are taught letters and their sounds

"hen we learn simple rules about letter sounds and how
they match with letters printed on paper

We learn that there are vowels, and short and long sounds
for them.

Then we learn more and more complex rules and patterns
so that we can read longer words and words that don't
follow common patterns. (4;




Our Dyslexia Communications Work

 Collaborative process to develop tools to
help schools meet new legal requirements

 Results: 9 templates for educators and
families

e

« Continuously improving, adapting
(25“‘/] Department of $HRD

M//rzw Workforce STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL @
for The Ohio Statewide
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Dyslexia, defined

“a specific learning disorder that is neurological in origin
and that Iis characterized by unexpected difficulties with
accurate or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling
and decoding abilities not consistent with the person’s
intelligence, motivation, and sensory capabilities, which
difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language.” — Ohio Law
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Templates from the Ohio Statewide
Family Engagement Center

Equipping
families for

their role

C; Family Engagement Cente

Dyslexia Resource Guide for Ohio Families
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What is dyslexia?
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What is structured literacy?

'

Dear Teacher,

I have noticed that my child, . is having trouble in
school with learning (to read, to do math work, other). | have noticed
the following signs: . Given these wamning
signs, | would like my child to be screened for Dyslexia as soon as
possible.

Please give me a call so that we can discuss next steps for the
screening, and talk about other steps that can be taken to get my
child more supportin the classroom for leaming.

Thank you,
Parent/Caregiver Name
Date

Sample dyslexia
screening request letter
families can customize




When might you use this?

DyS I X I a Res ource €3 Femiy Engagement Center
G u I d e fO r O h I O F am I I I e S Dyslexia Resource Guide for Ohio Families
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As many as 1 in 3 people have dyslexia worldwide!

What is dyslexia?

 Purpose: Families will have more general e et e st e i et e e s gy s s

unexpected trouble leaming to read. These @Mculiies are not related io a person’s Inteligence or motlvation.
Chilgran with dysiexla can leam o read. Familles, aarty chilghood teachers, o Kingargarten taachers are ofien

knowledge, feel equipped for conversations with o, ey o Ty 0 iy it o, e oo ko

sign does not necessarlly mean your child has dysiexia, it Is Important to talk with your child's teachers I you
n, .

AVE CONCEMS.
the school, and connect to resources At e s hat it ight have oo
Preschoal
= Delay In leaming to talk « Femembering nursery mymes and chants can be
»  Pranounging words can be 3 chialenge a chalienge
{"puUsgEt” for “spaghettr) = Difcully naming lettersmumtars
- + Perslsient baby talk® + Telling stories that are hand 1o Tollow
 Web version —
+ Doesnt associate eher of letier comoinations - Reass EID'ﬂI]', reads words II'IGDI'I'I!MI]' or reads
with sounds withowt ENPI’EB—'EK‘H‘I
*  Sgunding out simple words IIke cat, map, and = Confuslon with palrs such as before/ater,
nap Is a challenge rightilett, ede.
= Ahistory of reading problems in parents or
. . siblings
* Print version (3 pages) vt e

+  Often guessing words becawse they cannot = Difficully pronowncing words comecty (e.g.,
sound them out “mazigine” Instead of “magazine”)

« English, and also Arabic, Chinese Simplified, ¢ S s o s+ WD 3 e e
Nepali, Somali, Spanish ——

+ Feads slowly and becomes frustrated; = Prefers muitiple cholce questions over filHn-the-
do=sn't Ik 1o reag Biank or other questions with short answers

+  Often skips over small words o leaves out = Leaming a forelgn language can be a chalenge
part of longer words when reading aloud = Memorizing facts, IS15 of directions can be tough

* Audio versions
« Available in Arabic, English, Mandarin, Nepali, September 2122

Somali, and Spanish N
3
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What Is structured
literacy? Handout

Purpose: Brief, general, non-

technical overview for families and

educators
Print version only
1 page

o)

J
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Famlly Engagement Center
E nild. E 1 b

What is structured literacy?

Structured literacy is a way to teach students to read.
What does it look like or sound like?

Structured literacy follows a specific order to teach reading, from simple to more
complex skills, based on how we know people learn to read. It is also very direct.
Teachers focus on the exact skills that students need to know to go from speech to
printed words. Structured literacy is hands-on leaming with lots of practice, review, and
correction of errors as students learn their new skills. Structured literacy teaching can
begin in earty childhood and continue through high school. Listening, speaking, reading,
and writing are paired with one ancther to teach reading skills

It looks like:

- Teaching letter names and sounds,

« Sounding out letters and how they blend together into words,

- Building words with letter tiles and other objects,

« Tapping or clapping out sounds and syllables in words,

= Using a word mapping chart to show students how each separate sound in a
word is made up of one or more letters, and

= Making sentences with words on cards.

Using this approach, we do not ask students to “guess” or use “context clues” in a book
to teach them how to read words

Where can | learn more?

Structured literacy is based on a large collection of research studies by educators,
speech and language specialists, psychologists, neurologists, and more. This is
sometimes called the Science of Reading.

Your local school district should be able to share more infermation with you about how
they are using a structured literacy approach. There are alse many organizations that
share information about structured literacy and family-friendly activities that build
reading skills. For example, the Intemational Dyslexia Association (DyslexialDA.org)
and ReadingRockets.org. Visit the Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center's
website at OhioFamiliesEngage. osu.edu to view more resources like this one that
support strong family, school, and community partnerships for student well-being and
academic success!

August 2023

CENTER ON EDUCATION AND
TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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Sample Dyslexia
Screening
Request Letter

Dear Teacher,

| have noticed that my child, . is having trouble in
school with learning (to read, to do math work, other). | have noticed
. . _p- the following signs: . Given these warning
® P u r p O S e . G |Ve fam | I | eS a signs, | would like my child to be screened for Dyslexia as soon as
. possible.
te m p I ate to CO m m u n | Cate Please give me a call so that we can discuss next steps for the
. screening, and talk about other steps that can be taken to get my
thel r Concerns Clearly child more support in the classroom for leaming.
. Thank you,
Wlth ed U CatO rS . Parent/Caregiver Mame
Date

 Building “dual-capacity”
of families and schools

o
o
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Templates from the Ohio Statewide
Family Engagement Center

Equipping

educators

for their
role

Legally required communications with
families: Decision Tree and sample

(’ Family Engagement Center
ry CH ¢ Family, Every Sct

Legally Required Communications with Families
about Dyslexia & Screenings

A Decision Tree for Schools

Administer
Tier 1 Screener

Not at risk

No Required
Communication
o Families

Progress
Monitor for
up to 6 Weeks
Still at Risk

Student
Does not
Show
Enough
Progress

Send Screener Results to
Family within 30 days
with:

Send Screener
Results to
Family within
30 days

« Risk tactors of dysiexia
« Evidence-based
* Information on district’s

December 2023

screening timeline

gemont Contor

Communicating with Families about
Student Literacy Progress after Monitoring
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Sample Letters to
Send to Families

'

) FomiyEngagement Center

‘Adding Family-Friendly Content
to your School's RIMP Communications

Ohio Disticts are now required to include in their Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMF)
letters/communications to families specific aspects of literacy that the school will be focusing en with their child.
based on the schools assessmants. In the table below, we share 5 key early fterscy concapts based on the.
Simpie View of Reading. how to tak about thess concepts with families, and activities families can try at home
together to support their chid's early teracy skill development, which can be added fo 2 RIMF Ietier. We
‘encourage you to consult our guids for writing 3 family.friandiy RIMP lstar i your
school's comemunications for famiies

What schools do Huwb'hluhnm Family-Centered Activities to Add to your | Links to More

to Support Early | this Literacy Ski Communications with Families Family
Viterocy EWIS. | | Communisabions Resources

Guide from ODE) | with Families.

Expicitinstnucion | An imporant reading | Things 1oty t home 5 Eluengy

in Fluency skill for children is to ‘Ask your child to read something out loud | building
read like they speskin o you Aciivities for
evaryizy - Read books mare than once togetner | Emiles from
comverzztions. - Reading

sk your <A 1o read something =t the
i you ockets for all

Exgiicitinstruction | Part ofleamningto | Things to try at home:

inVocabulary | read is knowing 2l the | “Kidk need o hear new werds many times o
words to say what you | learn them wiell We work on leaming new
want to say. words in school, and at home you help with

this =kl by having conversations with your
child every day. Kids leam mare werds from
conversations at mesltimes than they do from
raading with you! For xamgle. you can ask
your child about what they njoyed most
Sbout their school day. and what they enjoyed
least You can tell them about when you were
in school, or talk about your favorite place fo
wisit, We can'twait to learm more about your
family 3nd the converzaiions you T hawing 25
the scheal year goss on”

Avoiding jargon: Family-friendly
ways to explain literacy terms,
and home learning ideas

13



Legally required
communications e ——

Legally Required Communications with Families
about Dyslexia & Screenings
o

with families ==

 Purpose: Visual representation for
educators and families, to see the
minimum requirements for

communication from school to
home about screenings.

« Might also be useful for families to
I
see what they can expect! (4;

14



Adding Family-
Friendly Content to
Communications

Purpose: Family-friendly definitions for common
literacy terms AND quick ideas for what parents can
do at home daily.

* Fluency

* Vocabulary

« Phonological Awareness
« Comprehension

* Phonemic Awareness

( Fan:uI;( Engagement Center

Adding Family-Friendly Content
to your School's RIMP Communications

Ohio Districts are now reouired to include in their Reading Improvement and Monitering Plan (RIMFP)
l=tters/communications to families specific aspects of literacy that the school will be focusing on with their child,
based on the school's assessments. In the table below, we share 5 key early literacy concepts based on the
Simple View of Reading, how to talk about these concepts with families, and activities families can try at home

together to support their child's
encourage you be consult our g

school's communications. for families.

early literacy skill development, which
i friandhy BIME

can be sdded o 3 RIMP lstter We
[ as you continue io improve upon your

What schools do | How to Talk about Family-Centered Activities to Add to your | Links to More
to Support Early | this Literacy Skill in Communications with Families Family
Literacy (EMIS Communications Resources
Guide from ODE]} with Families
Explicit instruction | An important reading | Things to try at home: 5 Flusngy-
in Fluency skill for children is ta = Ask your child to read something out lsud | building
read liks they speakin to you Activities for
suerydsy = Read books more than once together families fram
conversations. = Ask your child to read something at the E=ading
same time as you (choral reading) ockets for all
Eges
Explicit instruction | Part of learning to Things to try at home: 2 tips for
in Vocabulary read is knowing all the | “Kids nesd to hear new words many times to ) i
words to say what you | learn them well. We work on leaming new ulary from
want to say. words in school, and at home you help with i

this skill by having conversations with your

child every day. Kids lzarm more words from

conversations st mealtimes than they do from

reading with you! For example, you can ask Supporting
your child about what they enjoyed most Young H
about their school day, and what they enjoyed | Leamers at

le==t. You can tell them about when you wers
in scheol, or talk about your favorite placs o
visit. We can't wait to learm more about your
family and the conversations you're having as
the school year goss on.”

o)
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Scenario

Kindergartener

Signs of dyslexia on screener

Family sent screener results

Family perceives a lack of support at school
Frustrations/resistance at home also

What can a parent mentor do?

Parents meet with teacher

Not confident the school is providing evidence-
based instruction

Want to support child in and outside of school

What can a parent mentor do?
“\
3
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Questions and
Comments



Help us share and create!

4,000+ visitors to dyslexia
tools page in past year

Keep helping us identify
resources and improvements
needed!

o
o

“Before in my Regional Early Literacy
Specialist role, I was very comfortable
with the information and I didn't realize
how needed these resources are within
the districts. As I am trying to

explain different aspects of the
legislation, I am sharing and pulling up
your graphics and explanations and it is
making a world of difference for the

leaders and teachers in my district.”

Juakita Bowens
Coordinator of Structured Literacy
Newark City Schools

18



Family s
to Family

NEWSLETTER

Encourage Families
to Subscribe

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
family-newsletter

Issue 1: March 6, 2024

Welcome to the first edition of the Family-fo-Family newsletter from the Ohio
Statewide Family Engagement Center. This bi-monthly newsletter for parents
and caregivers includes resources to support your child’s education and
connect you with your child’'s school and community from preschoel through
high scheol graduation.

%
o
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

CENTER ON EDUCATION AND
TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT

( )‘ OhioSFEC@osu.edu

Wellman.87@osu.edu

Ohio Statewide @Oh I0EN gage

Fam“y @MWellmanOSU
Engagement

Center Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

at The Ohio State University ———

Pr_fessional Learning
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PASSIONATE. CONNECTED. ACCESSIBLE. e cete-parentmentor@osu.edu
parentmentor.osu.edu
@ ParentMentorsOh

l'\/,] Department of 0 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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v Workforce TRAI

Share your experience and learning today on
social media using the hashtags

#ParentMentorsRock #OPMConf2024
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