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Chapter 1
This Is My Story: 

Purpose, Passion, Hope, 
and Wholeness



















A gift is something that you do 
exceptionally well or something that 

makes you different from other people

Specialized Skills
College

Graduate School
Pedagogy

Curriculum 
Instruction
Assessment
Counseling

Administration
Policy

Advocacy



But what about the things that make 

you unique—the things that you 

were doing before you became a 

parent mentor? Not only do those 

personal experiences make you who 

you are, but you should also bring 

those things to serving children and 

families as a parent mentor.





















a parent mentor?











A DEEP COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE 
WHATEVER RESOURCES ARE NEEDED 

TO SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED 

THE ABILITY TO TRANSFORM DATA AND 
INFORMATION INTO 

LIFE-CHANGING KNOWLEDGE

THE ABILITY TO ORGANIZE 
PEOPLE AND RESOURCES FOR 

GREATER EFFICIENCY, 
EFFECTIVENESS, AND SUCCESS

THE ABILITY TO BE FORWARD-
THINKING AND INSPIRE OTHERS 
TO STAY FOCUSED ON WHERE 

THE TEAM IS GOING

BEING MOVED TO ACT ON 
BEHALF OF THOSE IN NEED 

THE ABILITY TO SUPPORT THROUGH 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES EFFORTS THAT 

MAKE TEAMS MORE EFFECTIVE 















RELATIONSHIP
• More than anything else, our 

effectiveness as educators and in 
education hinges on developing 
meaningful relationships with 
students, families, colleagues, 
schools, and communities

• And such relationships—
particularly with students and 
families—have never been more 
paramount

• How can we cultivate respectful 
school environments that value all 
students and families to facilitate 
meaningful learning?

• Time spent nurturing relationships 
will be time well spent for the 
necessary work that lies ahead













FOCUS ON THE FENCE
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